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A WORD TO THE WISE

Fairbanks’s First Newspaper Editorial
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THE PAIREANKS MINRER
Yoi, 1, Pairbankes,Alaske, May, 1903 No, 1.
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ALASKA LAND LAW. THE PAIRBANES MINES.
washington, Menh! 5 (Special dis-
pateh to the Miner.) Congress pass—

od the Hoggatt donation land law
for Alaska. This sot permits the |
gettler to take 320 acres of gland Felix Pedro dlscovered the Pair-
under the general provisions of the:banks plscer mines in July, 1902, -
homestead lav, with these liberal ‘only nine months ago, Pedro isa an
changes: The act applies only to :Italien, forty-twoe yvears old, He
Alaske; it pernits the sguatier to :was for many years & coal miner at
take 320 asres on unsurveyed land :Carbonadc, Washington, and had ‘been
and to siaxe it off as he would a :prospecting for three years in the
placer mining loeation. After :Tanana hills before he made his rich
staking i1t out and bullding his :digcoveries on Pedrc and cleary
residence the settler uust reside :eweeks. His adventures in the Ket-
on the land four years when he ac- :chumatock range, -his lonz eummer
quires the right to a patent. The :tours afcot, his dangers from the
bill was prepared by Hon. Volney T.:bald-faced grizzly, the bull moose,
Hogzatt, late elty attorney at :and other animsls, how he was eaten
Nome, now of Valdez, and was patter:by moskitos, and how he ate nis
ned after the old Oregon donatlon :dogs, hie travele through deep
Law. iwooded valleys, mcross snow—swept
———————————————— :plains and over the high peaks of
ol R ~=—tthe Alaskan ranze, ever in search
“AMENDMENTS TO ALASKA CODE. :of the yellow metal,- these would
:£111 a volume and equal the rich-
washington, Mach. 5 (Special dis-:eat book of travels in interest.
pateh to the Miner,) several impor-:iis modesty and candor in relating
tant amendments to the Alaska civilithe stories of his wanderings, hair-
gode were passed by congrese and :breadth escapes and fiml success
approved by the President, One of 1are indicative of the man'e charac—
these reduces the time of residence:isr, He has found a fortune and
in divorce cases in Alaska from :has the yood sense to appreciate
three to two yeara. The moat im— :its value and he will save and lay
portant one widely extenis the pow-:aside enough for his old azge.
ers of towns and town counedls. It ! In the smmer of 1800 Pedro and
elso authorizes towns to elect a  :Prank Costa prospected Pigh creek
police mazistrate,pase local erimi-iand found colors on Falrbanks and
nel laws, and generally provides :other tritutaries. In August, 1901,
for wider sell-govermnent. It alro :Barnette and Smith were trying in
gives 211 sploon and oiher .I.ia“mr:(u:}ﬁw to pusn the steamer "Lavelle
paid in towns %o the Sownifor mi.. oung"th=ough Bates rapide,intend-
eipsel uses,- ity per cunt. to Ay a trading post high
town, and twenty-rive p om
the school-bormd, and th
twenty-Tive per cent. to
as the Court shall oxder, AT A5
act provides for the formation a@;{ 3
private corporations in Alaska.  :field glass dimclosed that it was
. srising from a steamer on the dis-

_itant river. He watched it descend
:40 the mouth of the Chena and enter
hat river, which Pedro hed Tully
explored the yesr before. Hastily
sinforming his companion of the lo-
ality the pteamer, they descend-
11s crossing the valley
that nizht came

NOME AND DAWSON RIVALLED,
DISCOVERY AND VALUE.

DELEGATE BILL FAILED.

washington, Moh.5 (Speclal dis-
_ \patch to the Miner,) The bill pro-
. viding Tor the election of a dele-
\_ gate from Alaska failed to pass ' ied I3
\'Gongress, T e SR

g

The first newspaiper in Fairbanks offered newé of the community in stories

SO

and advertisements that were littered with names that today adorn street

signs, buildings, and geographical features in and around Fairbanks. Among



them is Hess, Noble, Gilmore, Pedro, Wickersham, Cleary, Condon, and Joy.
Alaska State Archives.

THE FIRST FPICTITRER OF FAITREANKS,

The first photograph of Fairbanks, circa 1902, shows a cluster of cabins and
a warehouse in a fenced compound that included Barnette’s Trading Post,
established by town founder E. T. Barnette. Published in Alaska Yukon
Magazine, January 1909. Alaska State Library, Alaska Purchase Centennial
Collection.



Archives, University of Alaska, Fairbanks
Game meat hunters provided meat for many residents in Alaska’s frontier

towns. Archives, University of Alaska Fairbanks.

Collection Name: Dr. Ernest A. Cook Photograph Collection

| % l1dentifier: UAF-2003-109-251

L% Iritle: Kenai Peninsula moose

Description: Photograph of a moose on the Kenai Peninsula.

An early Fairbanks conservation effort:

The first newspaper printed in Fairbanks, The Fairbanks Miner, debuted in May 1903,
and included this Editorial, which condemned unregulated moose hunting and urged

conservation:

STOP KILLING MOOSE
The game law of Alaska ought to be more strictly enforced. Its liberal provisions permit
travelers and prospectors to kill game needed for their own use, but this will not justify
the promiscuous killing of moose for sale. Nor will it make it less brutal for men to run
poor heavily laden moose cows down in the deep snow and slaughter them and their
unborn young for dog feed, as is too often done. Do not forget that there will be travelers

and prospectors in the Tanana valley next winter.


http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=descri&CISOBOX1=Peninsula&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=descri&CISOBOX1=Kenai&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=descri&CISOBOX1=moose&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=descri&CISOBOX1=Photograph&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=title&CISOBOX1=moose&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=title&CISOBOX1=Peninsula&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=title&CISOBOX1=Kenai&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=identi&CISOBOX1=UAF-2003-109-251&CISOOP=adv&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid
http://vilda.alaska.edu/cgi-bin/queryresults.exe?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOFIELD1=collec&CISOBOX1=Dr.%20Ernest%20A.%20Cook%20Photograph%20Collection&CISOOP=adv&CISORESTMP=&CISOVIEWTMP=&CISOMODE=grid

In arguing that hunters should not kill wantonly, The Fairbanks Miner editor reminded
readers that “there will be travelers and prospectors in the Tanana valley next winter.”
Ironically, his editorial omitted the subsistence needs of Athabascan people who had been

in the valley for countless winters already.

LINKS:

See the full text of The Fairbanks Miner, Vol. 1, No. 1:
http://library.state.ak.us/goldrush/ ARCHIVES/npapers/may_03pl.jpg

Other historical newspapers in the Alaska State Library collection:
http://library.state.ak.us/goldrush/ARCHIVES/npapers/



http://library.state.ak.us/goldrush/ARCHIVES/npapers/
http://library.state.ak.us/goldrush/ARCHIVES/npapers/may_03p1.jpg

